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Environment Agency issues affecting the Parish of Wendlebury Oxfordshire 

 

The Parish Council has asked me to write to you to seek your help in resolving a 

number of issues in our community, as we are having a great deal of difficulty 

knowing who to contact to discuss matters of concern within your organisation. 

 

1.  Flood mitigation proposal for Wendlebury 

In October 2012, there was a major flooding incident in the village.  Although 

Wendlebury has a history of flooding from either the overflowing Wendlebury 

Brook, or surface water from adjoining farmland, this particular event was a serious 

flooding incident. 

 

At the time, the Environment Agency responded by stating "Wendlebury is at risk 

from the Wendlebury Brook and from surface water flooding.  We are seeking 

funding to investigate if anything can be done to reduce flood risk in the 

Wendlebury (area)." 

 

A number of meetings were held with your teams at the time to prepare a flood 

mitigation proposal for Wendlebury.  This included the employment of consultants 

who carried out a full survey of the brooks and water catchment areas which 

discharge into Wendlebury Brook (this has river status), and the River Ray.  

 



The Parish welcomed this survey as we were anxious to see what improvements 

could be made to reduce the historical risk of flooding, particularly those properties 

opposite the Lion Pub (which is also affected by flooding) and to the north of the 

village.  We were promised a copy of this report. 

  

The flood mitigation project we were jointly working on with you appears to have 

been lost as the teams are no longer available or contactable.  This is unfortunate as 

there was every indication that progress was being made.  The village now feels like 

the project was a colossal waste of everyone's time and effort as it was suddenly 

dismissed out of hand.  

 

Following representation by the local community, the Parish Council contacted 

Betony Taylor at the Wallingford Depot in February 2017 requesting to see a copy of 

the report.  In spite of assurances being made, no report has been received.  Further 

requests were made in November 2017 and February 2018, but we are yet to receive 

the report. 

 

2. Planning application for Improvements to the Wendlebury Village Hall 

 

A planning application, reference 18/01363/F, was submitted to Cherwell District 

Council by the Village Hall Committee to create an additional toilet facility, replace 

existing windows, extend the patio to the rear and provide a garage for the 

community mini bus in August this year.  As part of the consultation, your reference 

WA/2018/125672/01-L01 objected on the basis that the development fell within flood 

zones 2 and 3, and an appropriate flood risk assessment has not been submitted. 

The Parish Council is the owner of the land and has been asked to make 

representation to you.  The Parish Council supports the upgrading of this significant 

community facility.  Our own examination of the flood maps for the site would 

indicate that the site in question falls within flood zone 1, not zones 2 and 3 as 

indicated in your correspondence with the Planners at Cherwell.  The map is 

attached for your reference.  

 

At this stage we would also like to make the following additional points: 

• at no time has there been any flooding on this site, including the incident in 2012; 

• this is an important community facility that is well used; 

• the Village Hall Committee receive no grants, all funds for the maintenance and 

development come from rents and fund raising activities. 

 

The Parish Council stresses that had we been able to discuss this issue with local 

Environment Agency staff, we could have arrived at a solution where a balance 



between local knowledge and Environment Agency expertise could have provided a 

satisfactory outcome by a meeting on site. 

 

I do hope that you will be able to help with these two issues and guide us to the best 

way forwards. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jane Olds 


