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Minutes of the Meeting of Wendlebury Parish Council  

held on Thursday 22 March 2018, in Wendlebury Village Hall at 8.00pm 

 

Present: Charlotte Carry (until 9.05pm), Brett Chambers, Tim Hibbert 

(Chairman), Keith Hooke (from 8.35pm), Kathy Sharp 

In attendance: 1 Member of the Public, Jane Olds (Parish Clerk) 

Apologies: Katy Mimpress  

Absent: Janni Keogh 

 

1. Apologies 

Apologies had been received and accepted from Katy Mimpress. 

 

2. Requests for Dispensations, Declarations of Interest, gifts and hospitality – to 

receive any requests for Dispensations or Declarations of Interest from Councillors 

relating to items on the Agenda, in accordance with the Council’s code of conduct 

and note any gifts and hospitality 

 

No declarations were made. 

 

3. Public Participation – to receive questions from members of the public relating to 

items on the Agenda, in accordance with the Council’s code of conduct and standing 

orders 

 

Nothing was raised. 

 

4. Reports from District, County Councillors and Police – for information only. 

a. County Councillor 

Cllr Corkin apologised for not attending but sent a written report which was 

noted. 

 

5. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 25 January 2018 

It was RESOLVED that these be accepted as a true record and were signed by the 

Chairman. 

 

6. Update on progress from the Minutes – the Clerk /Chairman will report on progress 

of outstanding items which do not require further decision 

 

a. Precept  

The Clerk had confirmed the Precept amount with CDC.  

 

b. Churchyard Footpath 

The Church was waiting until the spring to start the work. 

 

c. Dog bin 

The dog bin had been delivered and the Clerk had asked Keith Hooke to help 

install it. 
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d. Willow Trees 

The Council would formally write to the owners of the properties where the trees 

were planted and who wanted them to remain, to confirm that the property 

owners would be responsible for the annual tree maintenance and five yearly 

pollarding. 

 

7. Finance 

a. To receive the monthly financial report – for information 

As at 20 February the Accounts stood at 

 

Current Account £11,977.86 

Savings Account £16,177.64 

 

The Current Account had received a cheque for £175.53 for the closure of the old 

Wendlebugs Account which was added to the Youth Support Budget; the six 

monthly payment for the recycling bins of £102.84 and a Transparency Grant of 

£513.65 to pay for the revamp of the website, staff time and for the annual domain 

name renewal and hosting. 

 

There were no outstanding cheques. 

 

The Savings Account had received £1.92 in interest. 

 

The Parish Council had also received a cheque for £5,000 for assistance with the 

traffic calming project from Bloombridge.  This was banked on 12 March and was, 

therefore, not indicated on the Bank Statement. 

 

b. To consider paying the Clerk overtime accrued from work associated with the 

Transparency Act using funds awarded by the NALC Transparency Grant 

The Council RESOLVED to agree pay the Clerk £252.48 for the additional work 

over the previous year. 

 

c. To consider applying for grants available for traffic calming and community 

resilience 

The Clerk reported that SSE had announced that their next instalment of funding 

available for community resilience was available.  Cllr Ian Corkin had also 

informed the Clerk that he had some Localities funding available. 

 

The Church was not able to take advantage of the funding, but it was suggested 

that the village hall make applications to the two funds for a generator point and 

generator to assist with community resilience. 
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d. To consider invoices for payment itemised on the payment schedule 

The Councillors RESOLVED to approve the following invoice for payment: 

Cheque no: Payee and reason Budget Amount 

200024 JMC Olds for Clerk Salary 

1 January – 31 March 2018 

Clerk’s Salary £471.03 

200025 T P Jones & Co LLP for Payroll Payroll £54.90 

200026 Oxfordshire Association of Local 

Councils for annual subscription 

Subscriptions £135.06 

200027 Oxfordshire Playing Fields 

Association for annual 

subscription 

Subscriptions £42.00 

200028 Community First Oxfordshire for 

annual subscription  

Subscriptions £55.00 

200029 Oxfordshire Green Belt Network 

for annual subscription 

Subscriptions £15.00 

200030 JMC Olds for Clerk admin 

expenses (printing £36.81, postage 

£10.78) 

Admin costs £47.59 

Mileage expenses  Mileage 

expenses 

£49.91 

Total £97.50 

200031 Society of Local Council Clerks 

for annual subscription (shared 

with Caversfield and Launton) 

Subscriptions £26.67 

200032 K Skerrett for Rodent Control 

Course 

Allotment 

expenditure 

£60.00 

200033 Oxfordshire Association of Local 

Councils for Roles and 

Responsibilities Course for Cllr 

Keogh 

Training £96.00 

200034 Earth Anchors Ltd for dog bin 

(invoice no EA30866) 

Dog bin £215.94 

200035 Spaldings Limited for rat bait 

(invoice no SO-2232212) 

Allotment 

expenditure 

£124.80 

200036 JMC Olds for overtime (see 7.b.) Clerk’s Salary £252.48 

 

8. Planning Applications 

a. To consider all recent applications received from Cherwell District Council 

detailed below and any other planning applications submitted between the 

circulation of the agenda and the meeting 

 

No planning applications had been received 

 

b. To note Notices of Decision 

No notices had been received 
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c. The Lion – to receive a progress report from CDC regarding enforcement issues 

at the Lion 

The Clerk had requested a report from the Planning Officer, but it appeared that 

they were not working on the case.  No other Planning Officer had been made 

available, despite Cllr David Hughes’ assistance. 

 

However, it was reported that the new Accommodation Block would be handed 

over by the contractors in mid April; the new General Manager would be starting 

at the end of April and that the pub would then close for a week for 

refurbishment to be open again in early May. 

 

9. Governance 

a. Staffing Policies – to consider documents recommended by OALC’s Dispute 

Resolution Guide 

i. Draft Grievance Policy 

ii. Draft Dignity at Work Policy 

iii. Draft Member : Officer Protocol 

 

The Council considered the documents and RESOLVED to agree to adopt them. 

 

b. General Data Protection Regulations 

i. To consider a draft Privacy Notice 

The Council considered the policy and RESOLVED to agree to adopt it. 

 

ii. To consider a draft Document Retention Policy and Procedure 

The Council considered the draft document and RESOLVED to agree to 

adopt it. 

 

10. Training 

a. OALC Courses 

i. GDPR Course – 7 March  

The Clerk had attended the Course which explained the need for the General 

Data Protection Regulation and the forthcoming Data Protection Act which 

would replace the 1998 Act. 

 

The Clerk was starting to implement the actions which included having the 

Privacy Notice and using the Document Retention Policy to help consider 

what documents were needed. 

 

ii. Roles and Responsibilities Course – 21 March 

Janni Keogh had asked to attend the Course, but the Clerk was not aware if 

he had gone. 

 

iii. Finance Course – 18 April 

No Councillors were able to attend the Finance Course. 
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11. Meeting dates for 2018 / 19 – to revise the July meeting date 

The Council RESOLVED to agree to change the July meeting to 21 June. 

 

12. Parish Matters 

a. SE Relief Road – to receive a progress report 

No further progress had been made. 

 

b. A41 Crossing – to receive a report 

Staff at OCC were progressing looking for funding and Ian Corkin was also 

working on the project. 

 

A response had been made to both the planning applications for the business 

developments to the north of the village which had pointed out that while there 

was adequate provision for crossing the road nearer Bicester, nothing had been 

allocated for crossing nearer the M40 where there would be the same amount of 

traffic, but moving much faster. 

 

c. A41 Bus Stop Gates – to receive a progress report 

No further progress had been made. 

 

d. Grass Cutting – to consider quotations from contractors for cutting the verges as 

per the map supplied by Oxfordshire County Council 

The Clerk had sent a Brief to three companies.  The Council considered two 

quotations and RESOLVED to agree to the quotation from Countrywide of 

£137.66 per cut for four cuts a year. 

 

e. Weed Spraying – to consider quotations from contractors for weed spraying 

Rectory Close, St Giles Close and the edges of Church Lane bridge and Old 

Rectory Court bridge 

The Grass Cutting brief included the weed spraying requirements.  The Council 

considered two quotations and RESOLVED to agree to Countrywide doing the 

work provided the cost could be brought down to a more manageable level. 

 

f. Allotments – to receive a progress report 

Keith Skerrett had attended the course and was certified to deal with the rats.  The 

Allotment holders had been requested to tidy up their patches and ensure that 

there were no areas available to harbour rodents.  The chickens had also caused 

an issue, particularly with their food, and they had been removed.  However, bees 

would be acceptable. 

 

The rat bait was on order and would be available shortly. 

 

g. Village tidy-up day – to consider a date for the Village Tidy-up Day 

The Council RESOLVED to agree to 7 April.  Charlotte Carry would arrange the 

noticeboards and the Clerk would arrange the equipment. 
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13. Reports from Meetings 

a. Rural Police Liaison Meeting – 21 February 

The Clerk went to the meeting which was not well attended – about eight of the 

38 rural parishes were represented.  Some of the issues raised were not relevant to 

policing matters, however, traffic issues from HS2 and East West Rail were 

mentioned together with an alert that a number of burglaries had taken place in 

Bicester and that opportunists were starting to look further afield in villages.  

Attendees were asked to remind all residents to lock cars and ensure that house 

doors and windows were locked as a deterrent. 

 

Charlotte Carry left the meeting (9.05pm) 

 

b. Otmoor Villages Meeting – 27 February 

Cllr Hibbert represented Wendlebury at the meeting which had twelve Parish 

Councillors from many of the Otmoor villages. 

 

The group planned to share information and discuss matters of common local 

concern.  It was agreed to meet on a quarterly basis. 

 

c. SLCC Meeting – 6 March 

The Clerk attended the SLCC branch meeting at County Hall.  There were a 

number of presentations by County Officers which were useful and informative.  

OCC appear to be working with the other Districts in a much more constructive 

and positive way, so even though it appeared unlikely that the Unitary 

application would come to fruition, the work which was done on it would still be 

put to use.  The Clerk also reported that she had been elected as Group Treasurer 

at the meeting. 

 

14. Correspondence – to note correspondence received not otherwise on the agenda 

where decisions are not required 

a. North Oxfordshire CAB – re notice about Harvest Money Credit Union 

b. NHS – recruitment poster 

c. Cllr Ian Corkin – Expressway Briefing 

d. OCC – re Battle’s Over WW1 Tribute 

e. OCC – re travellers on Park and Ride car park 

f. Villager – re bus stop lights 

g. Oxfordshire Credit Union 

h. OALC – January and February Updates 

i. OALC – GDPR Toolkit 

j. Cllr Ian Corkin – February County Briefing 

k. CDC – Parish Remuneration Report 

l. Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Service – community risk management action plan 

m. TVP – Hidden harm campaign, phase 2 

n. Oxford NHS Foundation – Governors Election 

o. OALC – re Ledbury Town Council and Dispute Resolution issue 
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p. CDC – re Local Plan partial review submission to Planning Inspector 

q. British Horse Society – re Rights of Way workshops 

r. Clerks and Councils Direct 

 

15. Items for information or next Agenda only 

a. The Clerk requested that all items for the next agenda be submitted by Thursday 

10 May 2018. 

b. Parish Liaison Meetings – the dates of the next two Cherwell Parish Liaison 

Meetings were 6 June and 7 November at Bodicote House starting at 7pm. 

c. Roads – the Clerk would chase up OCC Highways about the state of the roads 

and find out when repairs would take place. 

 

16. Date of next meeting 

The Council RESOLVED to agree that the Parish Council meeting would take place 

on Thursday 24 May following the Annual Parish Meeting which will commence at 

7.30pm 

 

The meeting closed at 9.15pm  

 

 

 

 

Signed ……………………………………… Dated ……………………………. 


