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Minutes of the Meeting of Wendlebury Parish Council held on 

Thursday 30 November 2017, in Wendlebury Village Hall at 8.00pm 

 

Present: Charlotte Carry (from 8.55pm), Brett Chambers, Tim Hibbert 

(Chairman), Janni Keogh, Katy Mimpress, Kathy Sharp 

In attendance: 2 Members of the Public, Cllr David Hughes (CDC) (until 8.45pm), 

Jane Olds (Parish Clerk) 

Apologies: None 

Absent: Keith Hooke 

 

1. Apologies 

No apologies had been received. 

 

2. Requests for Dispensations, Declarations of Interest, gifts and hospitality – to 

receive any requests for Dispensations or Declarations of Interest from Councillors 

relating to items on the Agenda, in accordance with the Council’s code of conduct 

and note any gifts and hospitality 

 

No declarations were made. 

 

3. Public Participation – to receive questions from members of the public relating to 

items on the Agenda, in accordance with the Council’s code of conduct and standing 

orders 

Mr Wrench reported on his attendance at the Rights of Way Workshop on 19 

November which was presented by Dr Phil Wadey and Sarah Bucks.  The workshop 

was intended to encourage and assist people who wanted to identify Public Rights of 

Way that existed before 1949, but for whatever reason, had not been included in the 

Definitive Map and Statement.  This was important because the Countryside and 

Rights of Way Act 2000 had stipulated that on 1 January 2026, any historical rights of 

way which were not listed on the Definitive Map or in the process of being listed 

would be lost forever.   

 

Mr Wrench asked for help in identifying whether there were any rights of way which 

were currently not marked on the map.  The Parish Council would be happy to help 

with encouraging research. 

 

4. Reports from District, County Councillors and Police – for information only. 

a. County Councillor 

Cllr Corkin sent a written report which was noted. 

 

b. District Councillors 

Cllr Hughes attended the meeting, but did not make a formal report. 
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5. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 28 September 2017 

It was RESOLVED that these be accepted as a true record and were signed by the 

Chairman. 

 

6. Update on progress from the Minutes – the Clerk /Chairman will report on progress 

of outstanding items which do not require further decision 

 

a. Churchyard Footpath 

The Clerk reported that she had written to the PCC with the Parish Council’s 

agreement.  The work was planned for the end of January or beginning of 

February.  

 

b. Website and email addresses 

The Clerk had created all the Parish Councillors domain name email addresses 

and included them on the Parish Council contact web page. 

 

c. Defibrillator cabinet 

The Clerk had chased the Village Hall Committee for the electric certificate so that 

Mr Goddard could install the cabinet, but was still waiting. 

 

d. Village Hall Committee 

Janni Keogh informed the meeting that he had not received any dates for the 

Committee.  The Clerk would contact the Secretary. 

 

7. Finance 

a. To receive the monthly financial report – for information 

As at 20 October the Accounts stood at 

 

Current Account £11,961.62 

Savings Account £16,174.45 

Allotment Savings Account £320.20 

 

The Current Account had received the second tranche of the Precept of £2,480.00, 

the grass cutting grant of £302.17 and £160 from the sale of some of the unused 

allotment equipment. 

 

The £5,000 transfer from the Savings Account to the Current Account had been 

made.  However, the request to close the Allotment Account and transfer the 

funds had not been completed.  A further letter had been sent. 

 

There were no outstanding cheques 

 

The Savings Account had received £1.24 in interest  
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b. To consider the draft budget for 2018/19 

The Clerk presented the meeting with the draft budget and outlined the proposed 

changes.   No formal agreement could be made until the Tax Base and CTRS 

Grant funding had been received from CDC.  The Council RESOLVED to agree to 

defer making a decision until the January meeting. 

 

c. To consider and agree the letter of engagement from TP Jones & Co LLP for 

Payroll 

The Clerk presented the letter for the Councillors to consider.  One concern was 

made that the Parish may not be able to conform to the 14 day payment schedule. 

 

The Council RESOLVED to agree to the letter with the change of payment terms. 

 

d. To consider invoices for payment itemised on the payment schedule 

The Councillors RESOLVED to approve the following invoice for payment: 

 

Cheque 

no: 

Payee and reason Budget Amount 

200016 Cherwell District Council for Dog Bin 

Emptying (invoice no 7004355) 

Dog bin 

emptying 

£96.10 

200017 JMC Olds for Clerk Admin Expenses 

(printing £30.47, stationery £20.65, 

postage £5.85, telephone £0.51) 

Admin 

expenses 

£57.48 

JMC Olds for Mileage Expenses Mileage 

Expenses 

£44.22 

Total  £101.70 

200018 Quadron Services Ltd for grass cutting, 

April – July (invoice no: QS102260) 

Grass cutting £240.00 

 

8. Planning Applications 

a. To consider all recent applications received from Cherwell District Council 

detailed below and any other planning applications submitted between the 

circulation of the agenda and the meeting 

i. 17/02318/TPO, Mrs Robinson-Smith at The Lion, Main Street for ‘Ash tree 

with TPO on neighbouring property that overhangs our clients property. In 

order for our clients to complete their building works safely 1 No branch 

adjacent to the current scaffolding needs to be removed and the crown on 

that side needs to be raised by 2.5m - subject to TPO 13/2015’.  The Council 

considered the application RESOLVED that there were no objections but 

wanted to ensure that the TPO remained and that the work should be carried 

out to specification BS3998. 

 

b. To note Notices of Decision 

i. 16/00132/EUNDEV, Mrs Robinson-Smith, at The Lion, Main Street for 

‘Enforcement notice – Erection of an external coursed stone hearth with a 
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stone chimney, grey brick flaunching and clay chimney pot to match 

existing building’.  Appeal allowed, the enforcement notice is quashed and 

planning permission is granted in the terms set out in the formal Decision. 

 

ii. 17/01588/TPO, Bayberry Clinic, Orchard House, Church Lane, G3 x 6 Limes 

- Indivdually tagged - carry out works to 2 Trees of the group of 6. Tag 341 

& Tag 342- Mature limes - Lapsed Pollard, visual defect to upper tree 

scaffold structure now ivy has died off, re-pollard to height of adjacent 

recently pollarded trees. Sound Arboricultural management considering 

location to neighbouring property - Subject to TPO 12/2007 – consent under 

TPO subject to conditions 

 

c. Affordable Housing in Cherwell – to consider a response to the circulated email 

The Council considered the request but RESOLVED to agree that as a Category C 

village with only conversions and minor infill permitted there were no areas in 

the village which could accommodate 15+ units. 

 

d. To receive a progress report from CDC regarding enforcement issues at the 

Lion 

The Clerk reported that the new Planning Officer responsible for the enforcement 

had visited the site earlier in the week and was satisfied with the current progress.  

An appeal had been lodged against the Enforcement Notice for the car park which 

would be heard in due course. 

 

The Clerk had discovered that neither Parish Councils or Councillors, were able to 

make complaints to the Local Government Ombudsman, but representation could 

be made to the Standards Committee at the relevant Council.  However, the 

complaint about the handling of the project could be made by a member of the 

public. 

 

9. Governance 

a. Data Protection Regulations – to note OALC’s briefing regarding the 

Introduction to the GDPR and to consider how to comply 

The Council noted the briefing.  The Clerk had looked at the current Data 

Protection Policy and believed that it could be changed to a Data Handling Policy 

in due course and used together with OALC’s suggested Data Protection Policy.  

However, there was a still great deal of confusion over what needed to be done.  

The Council RESOLVED to agree to reconsider the regulations further before 

May 2018 when more advice could be taken. 

  

10. Training 

a. OALC Courses – to consider attendance at any of the 2018 courses 

The Councillors would consider attendance in due course. 
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b. Clerk CiLCA Course – to receive an update and to consider funding one third of 

the Clerk’s course costs 

The Clerk reported that she had completed and submitted Units 1 – 4 and was 

working on the final unit, Unit 5, which she hoped to have completed by early in 

the new year. 

 

The Council RESOLVED to agree to fund one third of the course costs (the full 

total £490), on completion of the course, which would amount to £163, from the 

training budget. 

 

c. SLCC Regional Seminar – to consider funding one third of the Clerk’s attendance 

at the seminar on 31 January 

The Council RESOLVED to agree to contribute a third of £37.50 for the Clerk’s 

attendance at the Seminar. 

 

11. Parliamentary Boundary Commission – to consider a further response to the 

Boundary Commission’s consultation which closes on 11 December 

The Council RESOLVED to agree to resend the document provided to the earlier 

consultation. 

 

12. Safer Wendlebury 

a. To receive a report from the working group 

Cllr Hibbert and Cllr Ian Corkin had met with OCC Highways Officer, Mike 

Wasley on 16 October to look at the traffic in the village.  The Council 

RESOLVED to agree to installing two speed monitors, one on the 30 repeater post 

outside the Village Hall and one near the junction with Old Rectory Court.  The 

Clerk would liaise with the County Council Officer to discuss the time scale and 

position. 

 

13. High Sheriff’s Award – to consider nominations 

The Council considered the request for nominations but had no suggestions.  The 

closing date was 11 January 2018. 

 

14. Parish Matters 

a. SE Relief Road – to receive a progress report 

The Council had sent off Freedom of Information requests to Network Rail, 

Oxfordshire County Council and Cherwell District Council and awaited the 

responses. 

 

b. A41 Crossing – to receive a report 

A number of the Councillors met with Cllr Ian Corkin and County Officers at the 

bus stop to discuss the crossing.  The County Officers acknowledged that it was 

extremely dangerous, but also that there was no money available even for an 

Options Paper. 

 



Wendlebury Parish Council – Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 30 November 2017 

Page 6 of 8 

Cllr Corkin had filmed the crossing and posted it on his Facebook page.  More 

work was needed on social media engagement. 

 

A meeting with OCC Officer, Owen Jenkins had been requested. 

 

A number of the lights at the bus stop on the Wendlebury side had been out for a 

while.  The Clerk would chase up the repair. 

 

c. A41 Bus Stop Gates – to receive a progress report 

There was still confusion over the ownership of the gates and the surrounding 

land which was taking time to untangle.  The owners of the nearest property 

informed the Council that the metre nearest the fence had been taken over by a 

utility company (possibly SSE) because of the Electricity Sub Station, but this has 

not yet been confirmed. 

 

d. Grass Cutting – to consider quotations from contractors for cutting the verges as 

per the map supplied by Oxfordshire County Council 

The Clerk had been unable to obtain three quotations.  The Council RESOLVED 

to agree to discuss the matter at the January Meeting. 

 

e. Weed Spraying – to consider quotations from contractors for weed spraying 

Rectory Close, St Giles Close and the edges of Church Lane bridge and Old 

Rectory Court bridge 

The Clerk had been unable to obtain three quotations.  The Council RESOLVED 

to agree to discuss the matter at the January Meeting. 

 

f. Memorial Bench – to receive a progress report 

The dedication of the bench on 11 November by Rev’d Gareth Miller went well 

with more than 30 people observing the two-minute Silence.   

 

Following the dedication it was discovered that there may be two further names, 

but more investigation was needed by the villager who brought the information 

to the attention of the Council.  

 

g. Allotments – to receive a progress report 

The request for the allotment rents had been sent together with the tenancy 

agreements.  All the plots were occupied. 

 

h. Dog bin – to consider the request for an additional dog bin 

The Clerk had received a request for a further dog bin at the northern end of the 

village by the entrance to Elm Tree Farm.  

 

The Council considered the request and RESOLVED to agree to the purchase of 

an additional bin in the new financial year and to add the cost of emptying the bin 

to the 18/19 budget. 
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15. Reports from Meetings 

a. Police Community Resilience Meeting – 2 November 

No one was able to attend the meeting as the date had been changed. 

 

b. Parish Liaison Meeting – 8 November 

The Clerk attended the meeting.  Cllr Wood gave his Leader’s overview which 

included the proposals for the Castle Quay2 redevelopment in Banbury and the 

introduction of Yvonne Rees, CDC’s new Chief Executive.  Police Inspector John 

Batty gave a presentation on the policing of unlawful encampments and John 

McLaughlan from OCC gave a presentation on the Oxfordshire Comet bus and 

community transport. 

 

c. Emergency Planning Workshop – 9 November 

The Clerk attended the workshop which was very informative.  She had collected 

a range of leaflets and intended to start an Emergency Assistance section on the 

Parish website would could include PDF copies of all the leaflets. 

 

The workshop highlighted a number of resilience issues which the village might 

face including loss of power for more than 24 hours or a major accident around J9 

of the M40. 

 

An Emergency Plan was necessary for the village and further discussion would 

need to take place. 

 

d. CDC Focus Group Meeting – 14 November 

Cllr Hibbert represented the Parish at the meeting.  A number of other parishes 

attended who gave their views on the relationship between the District and 

parishes; the general consensus was that while the larger towns and villages had a 

good relationship, the small, Category C, villages were often felt to be left out. 

 

A brief initial overview of the Peer Review had been circulated, which 

Cllr Hibbert queried with the Chief Executive as it made just one mention of the 

parishes, but it was hoped that the final report would have much more about the 

parish relationships. 

 

16. Correspondence – to note correspondence received not otherwise on the agenda 

where decisions are not required 

a. OALC – September and October Updates 

b. Ian Corkin – September and October Updates 

c. Ian Corkin – HS2 Community Engagement Strategy 

d. CFO – re AGM Invitation 

e. OALC – NALC smaller councils committee nominations 

f. Police – Let’s Hate Hate Campaign 

g. CFO – Autumn newsletter 

h. OALC – re website update 

i. Ian Corkin – re grant funding 
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j. Norwell Outdoor Fitness - sent to Village Hall Committee 

k. External Auditor Appointments Notification 

l. Villager – re memorial bench 

m. Villager – re defibrillator 

n. Ian Corkin – re East West Expressway Press Release 

o. Clerks and Councils Direct 

 

17. Items for information or next Agenda only 

a. The Clerk requested that all items for the next agenda be submitted by Thursday 

11 January 2018. 

 

18. Date of next meeting 

The Council RESOLVED to agree that the Parish Council meeting would take place 

on Thursday 25 January 2018 at 8pm. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.40pm  

 

 

 

 

Signed ……………………………………… Dated ……………………………. 


