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Minutes of the Meeting of Wendlebury Parish Council held on 

Thursday 28 September 2017, in Wendlebury Village Hall at 8.00pm 

 

Present: Charlotte Carry, Brett Chambers, Tim Hibbert (Chairman), 

Janni Keogh, Katy Mimpress, Kathy Sharp 

In attendance: Keith Hooke (co-opted at the meeting) 2 members of the public (1 left 

at 9.10pm), Gillian Munday (Healthy Bicester Team until 8.40pm), 

Cllr Simon Holland (CDC) (from 8.15 until 9.10pm), Jane Olds (Parish 

Clerk) 

Apologies: None 

 

1. Apologies 

No apologies had been received. 

 

2. Requests for Dispensations, Declarations of Interest, gifts and hospitality – to 

receive any requests for Dispensations or Declarations of Interest from Councillors 

relating to items on the Agenda, in accordance with the Council’s code of conduct 

and note any gifts and hospitality 

 

No declarations were made. 

 

3. Public Participation – to receive questions from members of the public relating to 

items on the Agenda, in accordance with the Council’s code of conduct and standing 

orders 

3 members of the public attended the meeting, primarily to hear Mrs Munday, and 

receive the County and District Councillors’ reports. 

 

4. Report from Healthy Bicester Team – to welcome Gillian Munday to hear about the 

Healthy Bicester initiative 

Mrs Munday made a presentation to the meeting about the Healthy Bicester 

Programme which had been funded by the NHS.  Bicester was one of 10 towns 

selected for the initiative and it was launched in 2016 with funding guaranteed for 

three years.  A number of initiatives had been launched in partnership with other 

organisations including Oxford University; these included a voluntary forum, Spark 

Funding, a walk to school programme, a programme to help children with mental 

health issues, three blue 5k lines around Bicester and workplace well-being schemes. 

 

Concern was raised about how the village could be supported with a further walk to 

school programme bearing in mind that the children had to cross the dangerous A41 

dual carriageway to get to the catchment school. 

 

The Spark funding was also noted. 

 

Mrs Munday was thanked for her time and left the meeting at 8.40pm. 

 

5. Reports from District, County Councillors and Police – for information only. 
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a. County Councillor 

Cllr Corkin sent a written report which was noted. 

 

b. District Councillors 

Cllr Holland was welcomed to the meeting.  Cllr Holland was briefed on the 

issues relevant to the village and District Council including the SE Perimeter 

Road, the M40 Link Road and the concerns surrounding the Lion and planning 

enforcement. 

 

With regard to the M40 Link it was reported that there was likely to be more news 

in November when the LEP (Local Enterprise Partnership) published their plans. 

 

Cllr Holland supported the re-activation of the Bicester Villages Group and 

recommended that the Clerk contact Maria Curran to arrange a meeting. 

 

Cllr Holland left the meeting at 9.10pm. 

 

6. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 27 July 2017 

It was RESOLVED that these be accepted as a true record and were signed by the 

Chairman. 

 

7. Update on progress from the Minutes – the Clerk /Chairman will report on progress 

of outstanding items which do not require further decision 

 

a. Road Closure notice 

The Clerk reported that she had received confirmation that the work would 

commence on 23 October and had put the notice on the website; it would be put 

on the noticeboard in due course.   

 

b. Data Protection Policy 

The Clerk had published the policy on the website. 

 

c. Equality and Diversity Policy 

The Clerk had published the policy on the website. 

 

d. Facebook 

The Clerk had created a Parish Council Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/WendleburyParishCouncil/ and had published it.  Kathy 

Sharp was a second ‘admin’. 

 

8. Finance 

a. To receive the monthly financial report – for information 

As at 20 August, the Accounts stood at: 

 

Current Account £5,441.90 

Savings Account £21,173.21 
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‘Allotment’ Savings Account £320.20 

 

The Current Account had received the VAT refund of £313.47  

 

There were no outstanding cheques. 

 

The Savings Account had received £1.42 in interest. 

 

The Pensions Regulator Automatic Enrolment declaration had been completed 

and confirmation had been received. 

 

A budget monitoring report to the end of July had been circulated.  

 

b. To receive a report on the Community Fund expenditure 

Date Description Received 
Net 

payment 

VAT 

Paid 
Balance 

Actual Spend 

11/05/2015 Solar Farm Funding £21,000.00   £21,000.00 

28/01/2016 

Village Hall A V 

Equipment  £3,232.55  £17,767.45 

02/08/2016 

AV Equipment payment 

from Village Hall / Club £2,155.04   £19,922.49 

27/07/2017 Memorial Bench  £433.32 £86.67 £19,489.17 

27/07/2017 Defibrillator cabinet  £535.00 £107.00 £18,954.17 

Future estimated expenditure for consideration 

 

Installation for Memorial 

Bench  £100.00  £18,854.17 

 

Electricity connection for 

defibrillator cabinet  £150.00  £18,704.17 

 

Contribution to footpath 

extension construction in 

Churchyard  £5,050.00  £13,654.17 

 Traffic calming measures  £5,000.00  £8,654.17 

 Total remaining    £8,654.17 

 

The Councillors noted the figures and RESOLVED to agree to the remaining 

funding being used for ‘seed funding’ to help the Village Hall with the 

playground and hall refurbishment projects. 

 

c. To note the External Auditor’s Conclusion of Audit Report 

The Clerk reported that one issue had been raised by the External Auditor which 

was that the Annual Return had had to be returned for amendment as the Fixed 

Assets for 2015/16 were incorrectly entered on the form.  This was corrected and 

no further comments were made. 
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No additional charge was levied for the error and in line with the fee structure for 

parishes with income / expenditure band £5,001 - £10,000, no fee was charged. 

 

d. To consider and agree a one-off contribution of £5,050 to the PCC for the 

extension of the footpath through the churchyard to the A41 bus stop 

The Council RESOLVED to agree to the one-off contribution (under the 

Highways Act 1980 s 43,50 and s301) on the understanding that this would be 

used solely to improve the footpath for the benefit of the community and was not 

to be used for Church purposes.  The Council also stipulated that it would be for 

the Church to organise the work and any other associated costs would need to be 

borne by the Church. 

 

The contribution would be paid to the Church once the work had been completed. 

 

e. To agree to the annual payment of £400 for the maintenance of the existing 

footpath through the churchyard and £120 (£40 per quarter) for a contribution to 

the lighting of the footpath (under the Highways Act 1980 s 43,50 and s301) for 

2017 

The Council RESOLVED to agree to the annual payment. 

 

f. To agree to close the third savings account which currently has £320.20 

The Council RESOLVED to agree to the closure of the savings account which had 

been set up to administer the allotment grant which had been received many 

years ago. 

 

The funds would be transferred to the Current Account. 

 

g. To consider invoices for payment itemised on the payment schedule 

The Councillors RESOLVED to approve the following invoice for payment: 

 

Cheque 

no: 

Payee and reason Budget Amount 

200013 Navitas Design Ltd for website domain 

name and hosting, moving files to new 

host server and updating theme (invoice 

no 26618) 

Website £407.99 

200014 Wendlebury PCC for footpath 

maintenance 2017 

Churchyard 

footpath 

maintenance 

£400.00 

 Wendlebury PCC for footpath lighting 

2017 

Churchyard 

footpath 

lighting 

£160.00 

200015 JMC Olds for Clerk Salary from 1 July – 

30 September @ £151.49 per month (15 

hours per month) 

Clerk’s Salary £454.46 
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9. Co-option of new Councillor – to consider applications for the Councillor vacancy 

and agree the co-option 

One application had been received from Mr Keith Hooke. 

 

Following consideration, the Council RESOLVED to accept Mr Hooke’s application 

and co-opted him on to the Council.  Mr Hooke signed his Acceptance of Office Form 

and was given a Register of Members’ Interests form to complete and return to the 

Clerk. 

 

10. Appointment of a Parish Council representative for the Village Hall Committee – 

to consider the appointment and agree a Councillor 

The Council RESOLVED to agree to the appointment of Janni Keogh as the Parish 

Council representative. 

 

11. Website – to receive a progress report 

The Clerk reported that the re-vamped website was now live and would be 

converted to use the .org.uk domain name shortly. 

 

With the change of hosting, it was now possible to create email addresses for all 

Councillors, which would also help with the changes in data protection regulations 

due in May 2018.  The Council RESOLVED to agree to creating email addresses 

using the form firstname.lastname@wendleburypc.org.uk.  The Clerk would create 

the email addresses in due course. 

 

12. Planning Applications 

a. To consider all recent applications received from Cherwell District Council 

detailed below and any other planning applications submitted between the 

circulation of the agenda and the meeting 

 

No applications had been received. 

 

b. To note Notices of Decision 

 

No notices of decision had been received. 

 

c. To receive a progress report from CDC regarding enforcement issues at the 

Lion 

The Clerk had asked the CDC Enforcement team for an update.  Mr Ihringer 

reported that the enforcement notice for the tarmac was with the Legal 

Department.  He was not sure what the delay had been but he had been assured 

that it would be ready for serving in the very near future.    

 

The notice on the outside barbeque had been served and was currently at appeal. 

The two flues on the kitchen extension were the subject of on-going discussions –

they were trying to find a solution that would address both the conservation and 
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the noise/smell issues. This whole project was now being dealt by a new member 

of staff who will also look into the recently constructed bund and will look at the 

accommodation block to check for accuracy when he visits the site. 

 

Following this report, the Council RESOLVED to agree to take the matter up as 

soon as possible with the Local Government and Social Care Ombudsman. 

 

13. Partial Review of the Cherwell Local Plan Part 1 (Oxford’s Unmet Housing Need) – 

to consider the Parish response to the consultation closing on 10 October 

The Council RESOLVED to agree that the Chairman would draft a response to be 

sent by the Clerk. 

 

14. Safer Wendlebury 

a. To receive a report from the working group 

No further work had been done over the summer holiday, but the names of those 

who had volunteered to operate the speed ‘gun’ would be given to Charlotte 

Carry and she would organise a training session in due course. 

 

b. To receive a report from the meeting with Islip Traffic Committee 

Tim Hibbert had circulated a report of the meeting he had attended. 

 

Islip found that the general guide used by the OCC to support their consideration 

of whether or not 20 mph would be considered as an option was that the average 

speed of vehicles passing through the village should be greater than 26.7 mph. 

 

The final decision would be made by the OCC Transport delegated sub-

committee. 

 

In Islip’s case the speed was well above 30 and the 20 zone has reduced the speed 

through the village by about 10mph. 

 

In order to request a 20mph zone a number of actions need to be completed. 

 

• The Clerk needed to write to OCC stating that the Parish had the support of 

the community for a 20 mph zone in the village and requesting them to start 

the formal process. 

• The Clerk needed to write to the Chief Constable as above. 

• Set aside £5500 from the Community fund as a ring fenced budget item to 

cover costs ( Islip were able to reduce some of the costs but there is no 

certainty that we will be able to do the same) 

 

15. Police Rural Community Resilience Group – to consider who would represent the 

Parish at the meeting on 1 November 

The Clerk hoped to attend the meeting at 7pm at the Lakeview meeting room at the 

new Tesco. 
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16. To consider a response to the Emergency Planning Survey and agree who will 

attend the workshop on 9 November 

The Clerk had started to complete the survey for the year and had suggested adding 

the Church as a ‘Reception Centre’ as it would mean that buses would not have to 

come through the village, but as an emergency could collect people from the A41 Bus 

Stop.  The Clerk would contact the Church to confirm their agreement. 

 

The Clerk hoped to attend the workshop and would ask Councillor’s for their 

availability nearer the time. 

 

17. To consider a response to the National Highway and Transport Public Satisfaction 

Survey 

The Council was not able to make a response. 

 

18. Parish Matters 

a. Community Fund 

i. To receive a progress report on the installation of the defibrillator 

The defibrillator cabinet had been installed, but needed connecting to the 

mains electricity.  The Clerk had obtained two quotations for the work.  The 

Council RESOLVED to agree to the quotation from Simon Goddard of £95 

plus VAT. 

 

b. Memorial Bench 

i. To consider quotations for the installation of the new bench 

No quotations had been received, but Brett Chambers had agreed to remove 

the old bench and install the new one. 

 

ii. To consider holding an ‘Unveiling’ Event for the bench on Remembrance 

Day – Saturday 11 November 

The Council RESOLVED to agree to the suggestion.  Tim Hibbert would 

contact the Vicar to ask if he would be available.   

 

c. SE Relief Road – to receive a report 

No further reports had been received.  However, the Council RESOLVED to look 

at information received from a villager in order that more pertinent questions 

may be made under Freedom of Information to CDC, OCC and Network Rail. 

 

d. Railtrack repairs to ‘back’ road following railway construction – to receive a 

progress report 

See point 7.a 

 

e. A41 Crossing – to receive a report 

No further news had been received. 
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f. A41 Bus Stop Gates – to receive a progress report 

It was understood that the land on which the gates and fences were erected was 

sold by the County Council in 1982 to a R Ross.  It was likely that this would have 

passed to the owners of 38 Church Lane.  The Council RESOLVED that Cllr 

Hibbert would talk to the owners. 

 

g. Grass Cutting 

The Clerk had been informed that the grass cutting contract with Quadron / 

Idverde had ceased due to them losing the contract with CDC and relocating their 

depot. 

 

They had undertaken two cuts of the village which was the statutory requirement 

with OCC.  Quotations for next year would be discussed at the November 

meeting. 

 

h. Allotment Report – to receive a progress report 

Kathy Sharp reported that they had recently cut into the last plot as they are now 

so popular.  The tenancy agreements would be going out shortly. 

 

It had been difficult to manage the maintenance of the large machinery so this had 

been sold and the proceeds would be put into the allotment budget to assist with 

the funding of the new fencing which would be needed.  The handtools would be 

kept. 

 

19. Reports from Meetings 

a. Police Community Resilience Meeting – 24 August 

No one was able to attend the meeting. 

 

20. Correspondence – to note correspondence received not otherwise on the agenda 

where decisions are not required 

a. OALC – transparency funding workshop 3 October 

b. OALC – July and August Updates 

c. Cllr Ian Corkin – re community grants 

d. OCC – Broadband update 

e. OCC – reminder to update Clerk contact details 

f. CDC – message re travellers leaving Thame Showground 

g. Clean Slate – request for financial support for victims of abuse 

h. Historic England – free conference on Conservation Areas (travel to Kent) 

i. Cllr Ian Corkin – re Highways Team update 

j. Screen Studio – re speed awareness stickers (forwarded to Kathy) 

k. Williams Flooring – re village hall sanding (forwarded to Village Hall 

Committee) 

l. Age UK – re Dignity in Care awards 

m. OALC – re new edition of Charles Arnold Baker, Local Council Administration 

n. Culham – re preserving their Green Belt 

o. CFO – summer update 
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p. Clerks and Councils Direct 

q. A Villager – re state of white railings over Church Lane Bridge.  Reported on 

FixMyStreet, but OCC does not have the budget for painting them.  The Clerk had 

asked OCC what the procedure would be for the PC to take on the work. 

 

21. Items for information or next Agenda only 

a. The Clerk requested that all items for the next agenda be submitted by Thursday 

16 November 2017. 

 

b. Willow Trees 

Following complaints, the Clerk had written to the owners of numbers 2 and 4 

Waterside Cottages to ask them to pollard the willow trees outside their 

properties as she had understood it was an ongoing issue which needed doing 

regularly.  The owners had responded requesting that the trees be kept.  Further 

discussion would be needed at the next meeting. 

 

c. CDC Website 

The new re-designed website was now live. 

 

d. Clerk Employment 

The Clerk informed the meeting that she had been offered, and had accepted, the 

position of Clerk to Launton to start in early October.  She would be giving up 

Clerk to Fringford, but would continue with Wendlebury and Caversfield. 

 

e. Clerk CiLCA Course 

The Clerk had registered and had submitted Units 1, 3 and 4 and was almost 

ready to submit Unit 2.  Unit 5 was about engagement with local communities. 

 

f. Meeting with Chesterton PC 

Fiona Rowe from Chesterton had suggested an informal get-together.  The Clerk 

would arrange a date. 

 

g. BT Kiosk 

The Clerk had asked BT about when the Kiosk was likely to be removed, but they 

were unable to give any indication of a date. 

 

22. Date of next meeting 

The Council RESOLVED to agree that the Parish Council meeting would take place 

on Thursday 30 November at 8pm. 

 

The meeting closed at 10.10pm  

 

 

 

 

Signed ……………………………………… Dated ……………………………. 


