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Minutes of a Meeting of Wendlebury Parish Council held on  

Thursday 15 September 2016, in Wendlebury Village Hall at 8.00pm 

 

Present: Charlotte Carry (left at 9.00pm), Brett Chambers, Tim Hibbert (Chairman), 

Janni Keogh, Kathy Sharp (from 8.10pm), Anni Thompson 

In attendance: Seventeen members of the public (two remained after 9.00pm), Bruce Usher 

(Bloombridge Development Partners – until 9.00pm), Cllr Catherine 

Fulljames (OCC), Cllr David Hughes (CDC), Jane Olds (Parish Clerk) 

Apologies: Cllr Simon Hughes (CDC) 

 

1. Apologies 

The Councillors noted Cllr Hughes’ apologies. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest, gifts and hospitality – to receive any declarations of interest from 

Councillors relating to items on the Agenda, in accordance with the Council’s code of 

conduct and note any gifts and hospitality 

No declarations were made. 

 

3. Public Participation – to receive questions from members of the public relating to items on 

the Agenda, in accordance with the Council’s code of conduct and standing orders 

Seventeen members of the public attended the meeting to present their views on the two 

planning applications and to hear a presentation made by Bruce Usher from Bloombridge 

Development Partners about the Bicester Gateway Project which is to be situated to the south 

of the Bicester Avenue Development and would include business units for small to medium 

enterprises (particularly aimed at the ‘tech’ area) and associated infrastructure.  Two phases 

were proposed, phase 1 to the west of the site would have a new hotel and business units, 

phase2 would be business development. Phase 1 will be the subject of a planning application 

this year. 

 

The business of the meeting was suspended at 8.20pm while Mr Usher gave his presentation. 

 

15 members of the public and Charlotte Carry left at 9.00pm when the meeting resumed. 

  

4. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 14 July 

It was RESOLVED that these be accepted as a true record and were signed by the Chairman. 

 

5. Update on progress from the Minutes – the Clerk /Chairman will report on progress of 

outstanding items which do not require further decision 

a. Janni Keogh’s Declaration of Interests form – the Clerk had sent off the form to CDC 

and confirmed that they had been published on CDC’s website. 

b. Parish Clerk References – Tim Hibbert had not had an opportunity to do this. 

c. Communication Policy – the Clerk confirmed that this had been published on the 

website.  

 

6. Reports from District, County Councillors and Police – for information only. 

Cllr Fulljames reported that the discussions regarding the unitary proposals carry on; two 

reports had been commissioned (Grant Thornton for OCC and PriceWaterhouseCooper for 

the District Councils).  The new library in Bicester had been successfully opened in the 

summer.  The Fire Service were working with Trading Standards and taking bookings to 

promote electric blanket testing.  The Oxfordshire Comet bus service had been launched.  
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Cllr Fulljames wanted to continue to work with the Parish on the A41 crossing and wanted to 

be kept informed of any meetings arranged.  She had not received any further information 

about the proposed new M40 junction. 

 

Cllr Hughes reported that he had asked for the Lion planning application to be taken to the 

Planning Committee.  

 

7. Finance 

a. To receive the monthly financial report – for information 

As at 7 July the Current Account stood at £4,098.94 

 

As at 20 April 

Savings Account £21,159.12 

Allotment Account £320.20 

 

The Current Account had received the Precept of £2,649.06 and the CTRS Grant of £128.69 

on 22 April and £321.00 for the recycling bins at the village hall on 3 June. 

 

The Clerk was pleased to report that the Transparency Grant application for the 

production of the website etc had been successful and £1,224.80 had been paid into the 

account (OALC confirm).  The two thirds of the AV Equipment from the Village Hall / 

Village Club a total of £2,155.04 had been received and paid into the account, but a bank 

statement was still to be received. 

 

On 7 July there were two outstanding cheques totalling £148.00. 

 

No information could be supplied about the current state of the Savings Account as no 

bank statement had been received. 

 

The second instalment of the Precept was expected shortly. 

 

b. To receive the report from the External Auditor and form a plan of action for future 

years 

The External Auditor Report had been circulated to the Councillors and was available on 

the website. 

 

Three matters were raised: 

• firstly, that the Parish Council portion of the contribution to the AV Equipment 

should have been included as a fixed asset; 

• secondly for not formally adopting the Risk Assessment last year and  

• thirdly for ticking the wrong box on the trust funds (it should have been 'N/A' not 'no' 

for which the Clerk apologised). 

 

The Councillors confirmed that the first point had already been rectified.  They had 

agreed to complete the Risk Assessment annually at the May meeting and the Clerk 

confirmed it had been agreed for the current year and the Clerk knew now to tick N/A for 

the trust funds. 

 

The Notice of Conclusion of Audit had been posted on the noticeboard. 
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Tim Hibbert had taken the forms to the bank. 

 

c. To consider amendments to the budget 

The Clerk informed the Councillors that as predicted, there was a need for additional 

expenditure to be added to the budget. 

 

The Audit Budget would need to be increased by £200 to cover the External Audit fee. 

 

It was also realised that the churchyard footpath maintenance and lighting had not been 

paid either the previous year or the current year.  The footpath maintenance was agreed 

at £400 per annum and the lighting was £40 per quarter so for this year the budget would 

need to be £800 for the footpath maintenance and £302 for the lighting. 

 

The Councillors RESOLVED to agree the additions to the budget. 

 

d. To agree to the annual payment of £400 for the maintenance of the footpath through 

the churchyard and £120 (£40 per quarter) for a contribution to the lighting of the 

footpath (under the Highways Act 1980 s 43,50 and s 301) 

 

The Councillors RESOLVED to agree to pay the maintenance for the previous year and 

the current year at a total of £1,120 as the contribution was omitted the previous year. 

 

e. To consider invoices for payment itemised on the payment schedule 

The Councillors RESOLVED to approve the following invoice for payment: 

Cheque 

no: 

Payee and reason Budget Amount 

100655 Wendlebury Village Hall 

Maintenance Fund – playground 

maintenance 

Playground 

Maintenance 

contribution 

£250.00 

100656 BDO LLP – External Audit Audit £240.00 

100657 OALC – Roles and Responsibilities 

Course for Cllr Keogh 

Training £78.00 

100658 Wendlebury PCC for footpath 

maintenance 2015 

Churchyard 

Footpath 

Maintenance 

£400.00 

Wendlebury PCC for footpath 

lighting 2015 

Churchyard 

Footpath Lighting 

£160.00 

Wendlebury PCC for footpath 

maintenance 2016 

Churchyard 

Footpath 

Maintenance 

£400.00 

Wendlebury PCC for footpath 

lighting 2016 

Churchyard 

Footpath Lighting 

£160.00 

Total  £1,120.00 

100659 K Sharp for Newsletter printing Newsletters/ 

Leaflets 

£40.00 
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Cheque 

no: 

Payee and reason Budget Amount 

100660 JMC Olds for Clerk hours from 

1 June to 31 August 

Clerk’s Salary £481.84 

 

The cheque (number 100659) for the newsletter printing could not be signed until Tim 

Hibbert was a signatory. 

 

8. Councillor Vacancies – to consider the applications for the Councillor Vacancy and to agree 

the co-option 

It was agreed to discuss this further in due course.  One member of the public had expressed 

an interest but was unavailable that evening. 

 

9. To agree to book a place on the OALC Roles and Responsibilities course for Janni Keogh 

The Councillors RESOLVED to agree to the booking of the Course. 

 

10. Website 

a. To consider the purchase of the additional domain name – WendleburyPC.org.uk 

The Councillors RESOLVED to agree to the purchase of the additional domain name at a 

cost of £6.49 per year to be linked to the current domain name WendleburyPC.co.uk.   

 

b. To agree to set up a Parish Council MailChimp account 

The Councillors RESOLVED to agree to set up a MailChimp Account in order to 

distribute news and messages to villagers. 

 

11. Safer Wendlebury – to receive a report from the working group 

The group had been talking to Wytham village about the success of their 20mph zones and 

the understanding that the lack of pavements and create the need for 20mph speed limits. 

 

Further investigation would be undertaken. 

 

12. Draft Protocol on pre-application meetings for major developments – to consider the draft 

protocol 

The Councillors considered the draft document which the Clerk had circulated and 

RESOLVED to adopt it with the amendment of one typographical error.  The Clerk would 

publish it on the website. 

 

13. To note receipt of CDC’s Statement of Community Involvement document 

The Councillors noted the receipt of the document which would be circulated for 

information. 

  

14. To note receipt of CDC’s Local Enforcement Plan document 

The Clerk distributed copies of the Local Enforcement Plan document to the Councillors  

 

15. Planning Applications 

a. To consider all recent applications received from Cherwell District Council detailed 

below and any other planning applications submitted between the circulation of the 

agenda and the meeting 
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i. 16/01645/F, Mr S Castle, at Land East Of Bridge House And 2 The Villas Main Street 

Wendlebury, for ‘Erection of 2 No detached dwellings with garages - re-submission 

of 15/00252/F’ 

The Councillors noted the views of the villagers who had taken the trouble to attend 

the meeting and RESOLVED to object to the application on the following grounds: 

• the village had been identified as a Category C village with only infill within the 

confines of the village envelope, but that the development did not constitute 

infill; 

• the development fell outside the currently accepted building line; 

• was on agricultural land; 

• was very close to and overlooked existing properties; 

• the additional traffic on the private lane and 

• that building the development would exacerbate the flooding. 

 

The Farriers Mead development was cited as a reason for development, but the 

Councillors took into account that it was a former brown field site with exceptions. 

 

The Councillors were also concerned about the flood risk and the contradictory 

responses which Thames Water had given for the Lion development and the current 

application bearing in mind that the developments were less than 20 metres apart. 

 

ii. 16/01540/F, Miss Sue Jacobs, at Oxford Cottage Oxford Road Wendlebury,  OX25 

2PT, for ‘Erection of a 1.5 storey building to form 2 No one bedroom flats; alterations 

to create new vehicular access onto highway to serve existing dwelling’ 

The Councillors noted the views of the villagers who had taken the trouble to attend 

the meeting and RESOLVED to make no policy objection to the application, but to 

raise the concern about the car parking and vehicular access to the properties.  

Particularly as the number of cars could double as a result of visitors to the 

development, and as the access was on a blind and hazardous corner with car 

parking on the road also being dangerous in that area of the village. 

 

iii. 16/01790/F, Mr G Gill, Melbank, Church Lane, OX25 2PN, for ‘Two storey rear and 

side extensions and conversion of garage to habitable accommodation’ 

The Councillors noted the comments which had already been received about the 

proposal which included concern about the number of front doors and the proximity 

to Kildrummy, the next door house, particularly in relation to the loss of light and 

overlooking the next door property.  The Councillors RESOLVED to consider the 

application further. 

 

b. To note notices of Decision 

i. 16/00821/F, Mr Colin Barrett, The Bungalow, Oxford Road, OX25 2PT for ‘Erection of 

two storey rear extension’.  Permission for development subject to conditions 

 

c. To receive a progress report from CDC regarding enforcement issues at the Lion 

The Clerk had heard from the CDC Enforcement Officer that a planning agent had been 

instructed and an application was awaited.  The Parish would be informed when it 

arrived. 
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16. Parish Matters 

a. Community Fund 

i. To consider quotations for the new bench 

No further progress had been made.  

 

ii. To consider the installation and budget for ongoing maintenance for a 

defibrillator for the village 

A defibrillator which was surplus to the requirements of a local business had been 

donated to the village.  The Councillors thanked the donor very much for their 

generous contribution and RESOLVED to install the machine in the porch of the 

Village Hall and to purchase a weather-proof box with combination lock at a cost of 

approximately £600 using the Community Fund. 

 

It was advised that it would be necessary to inform the South Central Ambulance 

Service once it was installed in order that they could add it to the emergency list 

and could maintain the battery. 

 

iii. To further consider the renovation of the path through the churchyard 

No further progress had been made although the owners of the land that the 

footpath goes through would like to be included in the consultation and plans. 

 

b. SE Relief Road – to receive a report 

Tim Hibbert reported that he had written to the local paper following a report about the 

road.  The Councillors were also interested to note from the earlier presentation that the 

developers of the Bicester Gateway project were not averse to the relief road crossing the 

development. 

 

c. Railtrack repairs to ‘back’ road following railway construction – to receive a progress 

report 

Tim Hibbert reported that OCC and Railtrack were still negotiating their position. 

 

d. A41 Crossing – to receive a report 
There was nothing further to report. 

 

e. Islip Medical Practice survey – to consider the survey further 

Brett Chambers reported that he had been in contact with the practice who had requested 

that information might be sent out to villagers via the Parish Council mailing list.  The 

Councillors RESOLVED to agree to the request. 

 

f. To agree to look into the costs of weed killing the public spaces within the village 

The Councillors RESOLVED to agree to obtain quotations for weed killing the public 

spaces and to create a specification and develop a map of the areas needed. 

 

g. To agree to look into the costs of cutting the grass verges within the village 

The Councillors RESOLVED to agree to obtain quotations for grass cutting the verges 

within the village and to create a specification and develop a map of the areas needed. 

 

17. Reports from Meetings 

No meetings had been attended. 
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18. Correspondence – to note correspondence received not otherwise on the agenda where 

decisions are not required 

a. OALC – July Update 

b. OCC re Parish Transport Representative 

c. Oxfordshire Greenbelt Network – newsletter and AGM date 

d. Christopher Harris – re open email to Nigel Bell at CDC regarding a planning Local 

Government Ombudsman decision together with Nigel Bell’s response 

e. Sue Ryder – re Nettlebed Hospice 

f. OCC – re Options for Local Government in Oxfordshire 

g. OCC – re poster for promoting new County Councillors (on noticeboard) 

h. OALC – Autumn training programme 

i. OALC – August Update 

j. CFO - Volunteer recruitment for primary school children in Oxfordshire  

k. Cllr Tim Hallchurch – September report 

l. CFO – AGM 27 October 2 – 3pm Yarnton Village Hall.   

m. CDC Open Space, Sport and Recreation Review 

n. Clerks and Councils Direct 

o. SLCC Branch Meeting (at Fringford) 

p. OCC Liaison Team – with the parish unique reference number 

q. OALC – re Neighbourhood Planning Bill 

r. Various villagers – re responses to Lion Planning application reference 16/01430/F 

s. Various villagers – re responses to planning application for Land East Of Bridge House 

And 2 The Villas Main Street Wendlebury reference 16/01645/F 

 

19. Items for information or next Agenda only 

a. The Clerk requested that all items for the next agenda be submitted by Monday 14 

November. 

b. Oxfordshire Comet 

c. CDC Parish Liaison Meeting – to note the date of Wednesday 9 November 

  

20. Date of next meeting 

The Councillors RESOLVED to agree the date of Thursday 24 November at 8pm in the 

Village Hall. 

 

The meeting closed at 10.25pm  

 

 

 

 

 

Signed ……………………………………… Dated ……………………………. 


